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He's the Adisters fwourire plastic sungeon,
but his wealth and fame have not come
without controversy. Dir Sherrell Aston wells
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every major city, there are gymnasiums all around,
people have gymmnasiums in their home... And peo-
ple, many times, they tell me they just want to look
as good as they feel. I think, you know, as far back in
recorded history as we can find, and in all cultures,
people were interested in making themselves look
good with various make-ups and paints. In some
cultures scarification of the body, stretching the
earlobes out, putting rings in the nose, stretching
the neck... so people have always been interested in
looking good. Butit’s gotten very sophisticated.”

There are practices in his industry that don't
play well with him. He has concerns about Botox.
‘I think for people that do it over and over, this is
worrying... we have seen some of these people
already. A lot of these injectibles were available in
Europe, you know, about six years ago. So I've seen
ladies now, who started at that time, who are hav-
ing some skin changes.” His voice drops, as ifhe's
predicting amajor tragedy. ‘And that’s what's going
to make us start to look very carefully at everybody
who is showing the effect.”

He has, he says, turned people down for sur-
gery. ‘Oh sure. Oh sure. I tell people go away, all the
time. Yeah. It's my feeling that this is not good for
you, and I don't want to do it.” And they beg you to
reconsider? ‘Sometimes. Oh yes. And some peo-
ple will just go somewhere else and have it done
anyway, I suppose. But [ can only do what I feel is
going to be good for the indi
good result for the indi
And he appreciates that there are bad plastic sur-
geonsatlarge. ‘Well, you know... cosmetic surgery
is like any speciality in medicine. Or like, like art-
ists! There are some who have better vision, and
are considered by the public for whatever reason
to be better than the next one. And that's why we
go in our museums, there are a limited number
of artists showing, and then there are others, who
are selling their paintings on the streets outside
the museum...’ He laughs. “There are some peo-
ple who just have better judgment, better sense,
or with surgeons, better hands or better judgment
than others. And [ just consider myself as being
fortunate that some people think that 1 have a...
combination, that makes things work out.”

I point at a silver-framed picture of his beauti-
ful baby daughters. I ask him how he'd feel if they
wanted plastic surgery. He doesn't flinch.

“Ithink if, you know, when they get old enough...
if they had... features, that they would feel better
about if they were refined, then I would see no rea-
son why they shouldn’tdoit. Certainly ifthey need
gosee the orthodontist, if the need to go straighten
their teeth, when they're teenagers, well...” he
laughs. “We're gonna doit! And while you wouldn't
think so today, if one of them had a nose that was
too prominent or too wide or whatever, | would cer-
tainly, er, want her to do that.”

Would he do the work himself?

‘Oh yes. Absolutely. Absolutely.”

Will Astor’s face-lifts find a place in high pro-
file, upmarket British society, setting the standard
for all other face-lifts, cranking the whole face-lift
frenzy in the UK upagear? It's possibl
ers share a cosmetic-surgery aesth
British, according to Wendy Lewis. ‘Unlike LA,
where no one cares about looking natural or being
secretive about having surgery, New Yorkers and
the British are secretive, they want subtlety in the
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end look, and privacy throughout.’ Furthermore,
increasing amounts of UK clients are flying to New
York for their surgery, because the dollar exchange
rate makes it worth their while. Dr Kirwan says he
charges market rate in both London and New York,
and that that represents a 30 per cent discount in
New York.

None of which makes a face-lift morally defen-
sible; nor does it mean that a culture which is
increasingly accepting of cosmetic surgery, is
remotely healthy.

Aston says he takes one look at a person’s face,

and knows immediately how to improve it ‘in the
way, | guess, a fashion designer looks at a dress,
and knows if itis well-cut, or if itis badly cut, I think
it’s like a sixth sense... Plastic surgery is part art,
and part science. And the artistic part is extremely
important to me.’ [ ask him what he’d do to me,
he says: ‘Oh. I don't think you need anything right
now,” which is kind of nice - I have in the past spo-
ken to cosmetic surgeons who did suggest work
~ but then, there’s that ‘right now’, which is omi-
nous. Aston’s assessed me, he knows what's going
to droop first, what going to sag and bag and pouch
out. He knows where he'd cut first, how he'd insert
the first blade, and in exactly how many years’ time
he'llneed to start the cutting...

Would I ‘have an Aston’ when the time came?
Would 1let him slice into the flesh on my face, peel
my skin back like a Halloween mask motie aboul
with tissue beneathit,

it? All because I can't face the fact of ageing? Would
b3 lactuz].lydol! tknow. I'll get back to you. m
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